PASSAGES FROM ARABIA DESERTA
sno\vs doses the northern horizon: to the nomads of the East a
noble landmark of Syria, they name it Towtt eth-Thalj 'the height
of snow' {of which they have small experience in the rainless sun-
stricken land of Arabia). It was a Sunday, when this pilgrimage
began, and holiday weather, the summer azure light was not all
faded from the Syrian heaven; the I3th of November 1876; and
after twelve miles way, (a little, which seemed long in the begin-
ning,} we came to the second desert station, where the tents
which we had left behind us at Muzeyrib, stood already pitched
in white ranks before us in the open wilderness. Thus every day
the light tent-servants* train outwent our heavy march, in which,
as every company has obtained their place from the first remove,
this they observe continually until their journey's end. Arriving
we ride apart, every company to their proper lodgings: this
encampment is named Ramta.
It is their caravan prudence, that in the beginning of a long
way, the first shall be a short journey; the beasts feel their
burdens, the passengers have fallen in that to their riding in the
field. Of a few sticks (gathered hastily by the way), of the desert
bushes, cooking fires are soon kindled before all the tents; and
since here are no stones at hand to set under the pots as Beduins
use, the pilgrim hearth is a scraped out hole, so that their vessels
may stand, with the brands put under, upon the two brinks, and
with very little fuel they make ready their poor messes. The
small military tents of the Haj escort of troopers and armed drom-
edary riders, Ageyl, (the most Jtejd men), are pitched round about
the great caravan encampment, at sixty and sixty paces: in each
teat fellowship the watches are kept till the day dawning. A
paper laaatea after sunset is hung before every one to burn all
night, v&ere a sentinel stands with his musket, and they suffer
acme to pass their lines unchallenged. Great is all townsmen's
dread of the Bedaw, as if they were the demons of this wild waste
emrlfc, ever ready to assail the Haj passengers; and there is no
Beduwy durst chop kgic in the dark with these often ferocious
sfoootm, that might answer him with lead and who are heard
from time to time, firing backward into the desert all night; and
at every imfemt crying down the line kerdkS kerakd (sentinel!) the
and tbe nort men thereto answering with haderiln (ready).
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